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-  AGAlhST  - 

A1.AKI ,  SADAO,  and  ors. 


t 


I,  GEGLGF  Ehi.EST  KAL6AY  of  S*  dncy  in  the  State  of  New  South  ’./ales, 
make  oeth  and  bay  as  follows 

1.  I  was  NX 34999,  Lt.  Colonel  George  Ernest  hemsey,  2/30 
Australian  Infantry  Battalion  when  I  was  captured  by  the  Japanese 
at  Singapore  in  February  1?42« 

2.  I  was  transferred  to  the  2/18  Eattelion  on  a  day  in  April,  1942 
I  left  there  with  A  Force  which  was  a  force  of  3000  under  Brigadier 
Varley.  V/e  were  to  move  overseas  to  an  unknown  destination.  I 

was  in  corir.end  of  1  En.  of  A  Force.  It  consisted  of  about  850  ell 
ranks.  We  embarked  on  the  CELEBES  LAKH  with  1000  troops  which 
included  my  own  1  En  and  a  detachment  from  the  2/4  CCw.  The 
remaining  2000  embarked  on  the  TOYASHI  I .Al.U  under  Brigadier  Varley. 
Ecfore  leaving  we  were  told  that  the  force  would  go  to  the  same 
destination  as  the  other  one  but  in  fact  1000  men  were  dropyed  at 
Victoria  Point  on  the  extreme  tip  of  lower  Burma,  and  the  next  1000 
with  me  were  dropped  at  LELGUI. 

3.  The  remaining  1000  undc-.r  Erigadier  Varley  were  disembarked  at 
TAVOY. 

<  .  We  got  to  Tavoy  in  late  August  or  September,  1942.  Ei  igadier 
Varley  was  still  there  with  portion  of  the  original  1000  but  he 
was  in  a  separate  camp  and  I  was  denied  official  access  to  him. 

5,  On  leaving  TAVOY  we  moved  to  TLAI/EUYZYAT_  by  rail  end  also 
on  foot.  This  was  in  December,  1942.  Colon^1_N^TTI547v,5a2r^ 
headquarters  at  THANBUYzYAT  and  when  I  was  at  ThANBUYZYAT  Brig. 
Varley  had  established  his  own  headquarters  there,  he  stayed  in 
Ti  ANEIJ1LYAT  for  a  night  or  two  and  then  moved  to  ^6  Kilo  oamp. 

Lit her to  we  had  been  with  Jap  front  line  troops;  but  on  arrival 

at  26  Kilo  camp  we  had  our  first  experience  with  Koreans  as  guards, 
’hey  were  pretty  bad. 

6.  A  Jap  sergeant  named  FALAT0  was  there;  a  Jap  engineer  offic  r 
also  was  there  and  they  were  insistent  on  a  certain  number  of  our 
men  oing  out  to  work  each  day.  I  wrote  to  them  several  times 
and  made  verbal  protests  against  the  numbers  of  men  being  requircc 
end  setting  out  the  reasons  why  their  requests  were  impossiblc  01 
fulfilment.  Le  threatened  on  several  occasions,  and  did  on  several 
occasions  parade  the  whole  camp  and  selected  the  men  himself .This 
was  the  Jap  officer.  V/e  were  sometimes,  however,  able  to  substitute 
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.  or  uiese  ren  other  ren  wh  rr  c,ie  l.'.O.  regarded  as  fitter  t  • ...  .»f 

ones  picked  out  by  the  Jap  oiiicor.  Throughout,  tho  question  ox' 
work  quotas  was  one  of  dally  dispute  and  trouble. 

7.  Iron.  26  Kilo  cr.mp  we  rexcJ  to  75  Kile  car.p,  called  IiEILOE. 
There  wo  struck  a  worse  crowd  of  Korean  guards  than  at  26  carp. 
There  was  a  lot  of  indiscriminate  bashing  there  though  no  serious 
injuries  v/ere  sustained.  The  health  of  the  non  was  poor.  Ken 
would  be  required  to  leave  tho  camp  early  in  the  morning  and  would 
not  return  until  2  or  3  the  next  morning ;  then  they  would  be 
compelled  to  leave  again  the  same  morning  shortly  after  dawn. 
Occasionally  protests  to  the  Japs  resulted  in  some  of  the  men 
being  given  an  extra  hour  or  two  of  rest.  The  rainy  season  there, 
men  often  worked  in  mud  up  to  their  knees  end  they  had  no  change 
of  clothing,  I. eels  were  only  fair. 

8.  The  Jap  engineer  soldiers  ill-treated  the  men  a  lot  by  hittinf 
them  with  bamboos,  their  fists  end  rifle  butts,  through  no  fault 
of  the  men  but  due  to  the  impatience  of  the  Japs  who  could  ngt 
understand  that  the  men  did  not  understand  whet  was  being  requited 
of  them  all  of  the  time. 

5.  Jap  Cotar.ander  there  was  Lieut.  hOSLI*  I  had  my  own  force  - 
Kersey  force  and  Flack  end  Green  forces. 

10.  Korean  guards  apparently  under  instructions  from  the  camp 
commander  often  forced  men  out  to  work.  KOSKI  would  often  promise 
that  they  would  not  be  sent  out  without  the  concurrence  of  our 

,0s  but  he  failed  to  pass  those  instructions  on  to  his  Korean 
idministrativc  staff  apparently,  anyway.  So,  when  the  work  party 
/as  formed  in  the  morning,  he  would  not  be  available,  and  the 
screens  would  deny  that  they  had  received  instructions  from  their 
commander.  On  one  occasion  I  went  up  and  found  him  in  the  grounds 
lust  as  a  party  of  our  men  just  selected  were  being  sent  out.  I 
"eminded  him  of  his  promise,  pointed  out  the  men  to  him,  and  he 
ordered  them  back  to  camp.  However,  he  seemed  to  take  greet  care 
subsequently  that  he  was  never  about  the  place  when  other  parties 
.ere  going  out.  In  this  camp  we  had  about  10  deaths. 

11.  We  moved  to  105  Kilo  camp,  called  AUWGAIJAUWG,  in  April  or 
ay  1943,  and  remained  there  for  seven  months.  It  was  there  we 

struck  tropical  ulcers  rretty  badly,  a  lot  of  the  men  getting  ther . 
there  was  a  hospital  back  at  55  Kilo  called  the  Death  Camp.  Some 
..,en  were  sent  back  there  for  amputation.  There  were  over  100 
amputation  cases  and  some  died  after  the  operatioi..  The  K.Os.  at 
’05  Kilo  camp  were  Captains  Cumming,  Kiggin,  Anderson  and  Y.hite;  th 
•ere  all  A.A.K.C.  Our  camp  in  strength  veried  between  the  2000 
and  2500  mark.  Of  my  original  force  of  1000  men  I  lost  128;  I 
imt  my  deaths  down  att  15£ •  There  were  158  deaths  at  the  105  Kilo 
camp  from  the  mixed  force  in  the  seven  months.  There  were  instance 
■f  men  being  knocked  about  by  the  Japs  and  the  Koreans  with  bamboos 
id  other  things,  necessitating  medical  treatment.  Koreans  were 
particularly  brutal.  If  they  wanted  to  punish  a  man  they  would 
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|  strike  him  anywhere  at  ell,  end  on  half  heeled  ulcers.  They 
have  kicked  men  on  the  shins  and  the  shins  had  ulcers  on  them.  I 
•saw  Japs  screw  a  stick  into  a  men's  navel.  Lt.  HOShI  was  commander 
j  there. 

12,  Ulcers  extended  from  knee  to  ankle,  exposing  the  shinbone 
•for  8  or  9  inches.  They  wont  black.  I  have  seen  ulcers  cover 

a  whole  foot.  The  question  of  iodiform  was  a  pressing  one 
| throughout  and  once  one  of  my  men  said  he  had  been  offered  a  smell 
jar  of  iodiform  by  a  Jap  in  exchange  for  his  wetch.  he  had 
been  pestered  several  times  to  exchange  his  watch  but  as  it  was 
a  present  from  his  mother  he  did  not  want  to  let  it  go.  However, 
in  order  to  relieve  his  friend's  suffering  from  ulcers  he  finally 
let  it  go  for  the  bottle  of  iodiform  from  the  Jap.  I  told  the 
Jap  Commander  that  the  bottle  could  only  have  been  obtained  by 
illegal  means  by  his  men.  The  exchange  was  made  in  the  presence 
of  the  Jap  Commander,.  The  iodiform  was  in  a  bottle  about  Tg 

inches  by  3  inches.  Our  H.O.  said  there  was  enough  in  it  to  last 

several  weeks.  There  was  no  label  on  it* 

13,  At  the  105  camp  there  was  a  lot  of  dysentery  and  some  malaria. 
V/e  hod  3  to  4  cholera  deaths  there.  There  were  no  medical  supplies; 
we  tried  to  get  emetine  from  as  far  bock  as  HEI.GUI  but  never  could. 

14,  In  December,  1943 >  after  completion  of  the  railway,  we  moved 
to  T Ah Ah KAN . 

1  I?.  There  was  a  statement  that  the  railway  hed  to  be  put  down  at 
'  ell  costs  -  responsibility  for  that  was  with  Col.  NAGATOLO,  who 

!  was  i/c  of  No,  3  Branch,  which  took  in  our  A  Force,  and  Co. 

|  Williams'  force  which  had  cone  from  Java. 

!  16.  Later  Col.  NAKAi.UHA,  who  took  Col.  NAGATOLifS  place,  spoke 
•  in  similar  terms.  lie  said  wo  were  only  a  rabble  army  end  that 
•we  were  dependent  on  the-  Jap  Itnperial  Army  for  our  safety. 

•NAGATOHO  had  once  read  out  some  such  statement  in  Japanese  end 
jthen  his  interpreter  read  it  out  in  English.  There  are  copies 
•of  this;  copies  wci  e  left  with  us* 

!l7.  NAGATOLO  came  out  to  the  camp  on  one  or  two  occasions,  but 
[did  not  go  right  through.  At  no  tine  dJd  he  interview  me  in  the 
latter  stages,  or  ask  if  I  had  any  complaints  generally.  Neither 
•of  these  two  Jap  Commanders  ensured  that  their  instructions, 
whatever  they  wore  after  I  had  had  early  interviews  with  them,  were 
'.carried  out.  Perhaps  they  all  of  the  time  had  no  intention  of 
jgiving  these  instructions.  There  always  seemed  to  be  a  general 
desire  on  the  part  of  Japanese  Commanders  to  evade  responsibility. 
jliosRi  would  send  his  batman  out,  if  we  celled,  to  say  Loski  was 
'indisposed  and  could  not  be  disturbed.  Once  wo  arrived  too 
iquickly  for  him;  we  got  onto  the  verandah  of  his  cottage  and 
through  the  window  saw  him  just  getting  into  bed,  clothed,  with 
his  boots  on.  He  came  out  subsequently  and  saw  us.  But  that  was 
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.4b,  On  1  Jrnuary,  1944,  we  reached  T/J.ALKAN.  It  was  alleged 

;  }°  bc  a  Telt  carP*  Food  for  the  first  few  months  was  a  considerable 
Improvement  on  anything  we  had  had.  There  were  not  many  troops 
.  there  when  v/e  arrived,  but  troops  cer.e  all  of  the  time  out  of  the 

;  *  fror  !?e  carPs  and  by  Lay  there  must  have  been  about 

J  ?uuu  troops  there, 

!  There  were  constant  irritation  tactics  end  minor  bashings, 

iT?SS?«JS?e  dflly  occurrences.  At  one  time  the  camp  coriander  was 
i  ijAlbUSAKi ,  i.o  indication  was  ever  given  to  me  by  the  Jcps  of  anv 
1  change  in  their  command  there*  y 


20,  In  August,  1S>44,  the  Japs  re-oigeniscd  their  groups.  Colonel 
■  Enccrson,  v/ho  had  taken  Trig.  Varley's  place,  took  over  commend 

'  from  me, 

« 

21.  There  were  some  deaths  at  Terarken.  In  the  "black  month"  we 
lost  about  2  c  dey;  we  took  deed  bodies  straight  from  the  trucks. 
Dysentery  end  fever  and  malnutrition  caused  most  of  the  deaths, 
we  had  no  quinine  or  atebrin.  There  was  a  Jap  L’.O.  at  NAGATOLO1 a 

I  headquarters  who  occasionally  visited  the  camp,  and  once  more  in 
their  usual  style  they  agreed  that  the  men  wore  very  sick:  but 
I  wes  told  by  the  comnender  later  thet  the  men  were  fit  to  work 

I  hlmv.IU?.Vhad^s2  rePorted*  The  name  of  the  Jap  L.O,  was 

LIGUCLI ,  The  L.O.  at  Tararkhan  was  NOBOSAV/A.  I  believe  neither 

S?J&!F!.had  eny  lr-cdlccl  background.  LIGUCiil  was  a  dentist  and 

•  EJEOSAl/A  a  Vct.  0ur  senior  j;<0#  v/rs  Col^  ]ipD!llton#  For  most  Qf 

i before  Col,  Hamilton,  Ilajor  Lobbs  was  our  M.O,  at 
IXi  AtiKAu  * 

|  22*  w©  remained  at  TAIAF.KAN  until  February,  1945,  when  they 
,  separated  officers  from  Ors. 

•  23*  V/e  were  moved  to  KANBU1.I}  a  party  of  3,000,  including 
Australian,  E  itish,  American  and  Dutch.  All  officers.  They  moved 

;  tha  officers  on  a  6-dey  trip  by  r  ver  end  on  foot  to  a  new  camp, 
anc  parties  went  in  batches  of  500,  Five  parties  already  had  left  a 
intervals  of  5  days  each,  I  reached  BANGKOK  on  the  ni^  ht  wc-  were 

'  n?bifl^dT,tbat  tho  war  was  over.  The  comp  site  was  on  the  other 
i  side  of  BANGKOK, 

i  24 •  Lieut  KITO,  Chief  of  Staff  of  NAG0T0L0,  once  visited  our  camp. 

/  Normally  he  had  been  drinking  before  his  arrival.  lie  told  Laior 
,  L  on>  Ool.  Black  and  me  that  he  could  promise  us  an  honourable 

•  ooath,  and  that  If  things  went  bad  ho  would  shoot  us  himself,  ^ 

TAM  AND  SV70KN  AT  SYDNEY  ON  TLE  TENTH  DA^OF  SE1 TELEEI;^  * 

1946.  EEFORE  IE  /s/  K.  L.  Deascy,  J.F,  9 
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